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Poft cineres gloria fera venit. MART. 


To Mr. JT OW®W WN. 


AM arich old bachelor, and like other an- 
UW “eae tient gentlemen of that order, am very fond 
® of being indulged in all my odd humours, 
m2 and always having my own way. This is 
“= one reafon I never married, for if my wife 
had been a fhrewifh termagant, fhe would have killed me, 
and if fhe had been a tame domeftic animal I fhould have 
killed her: but the way of life I have now fallen into is of 
all others the beft calculated to gratify my fantaftical temper. 





I have no near relation indeed to treat as an humble coufin 
all my life, in hopes of being happy at my death; yet I 
abound in fycophants and followers, all whom I delude, 
Vor. II. 6C like 
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like another Volpone, with the expectations of being made 
my heir. The abject fpirit of thefe wretches flatters me, 
and amufes me. I am indolent and hate contradiction, and 
can fafely fay that not one of my acquaintance has contra- 
dicted me for thefe feven years, ‘There is not one of them 
but would be glad if I would fpit in his face, or rejoice at 
a kick of the breech from me, if they thought I meant it as 
a token of my familiarity. When I am grave, they appear 
as dull as mutes at a funeral; when I fmile, they grin like 
monkies ; when I tell a filly ftory, they chuckle over every 
ridiculous particular, and fhake their fides in admiration of 


my wit. Sometimes I pretend to be fhort-fighted, and then 


not one of them fees farther than his nofe. They fwallow 
four wine, eat mufty victuals, and are proud to ride in 


my old boots, 


I nave been told of a certain prelate, who brought his 
chaplains to fuch a degree of fervility, that after every deal 
at whift, they would afk him, what he would chufe to 
have for trumps next deal? I keep my fellows in equal good 
order. They all think me a clofe old hunks, and imagining 
that winning their money will put me in good humour with 
them, they practice all the arts of fharping to cheat them- 
felves. I have known them pack the cards at Whift, that 
I might hold all the four honours in my own hand; they 
will load the dice in my favour at Hazard ; pocket themfelves 
on purpofe at Billiards ; and at Bowlsif any one is near win- 
ning the game, he never fails in the next caft'to miftake his 
biafs. It is impoffible for the moft defpotic monarch to be 
more abfolute over his fubjects, than I am over thefe 
flaves and fycophants. Yet in fpite of all their endeavours 
to oblige me, I moft heartily defpife them, and have al- 


ready 
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ready drawn up a will, in which I have bequeathed to 
each of them a fhilling and a dog-collar. 


But though I have fettled in my mind what legacies I 
thall leave them, I have not thoroughly refolved in what 
manner I fhall difpofe of the bulk of my eftate. Indeed I 
am folly determined, like moft other wealthy bachelors, 
either to leave my fortune to fome oftentatious pious ufes, 
or to perfons, whom I have never feen, and for whofe cha- 
ratters I have not the leaft regard or efteem. To {peak fin- 
cerely, oftentation carries away my whole heart : but then it 
is a little difficult to find out a new object to indulge my va- 
nity, whilft I am on this fide the grave ; by fecuring to me 
a certain profpeét of pofthumous fame, which is always fo 


agreeable to living pride. 


Tue hofpitals are fo numerous that my name will be loft 
among thofe more known and eftablifhed of Guy, Morden, 
Bancroft, and 1 know not who. Befides in the {pace of four 
or five centuries perhaps it may be thought, notwithftanding 
my whole length picture and ftatue, that I had affiftance from 
parliament. If I order my money to be laid out in churches, 
they will never be built. If in temples, gardens, lakes, 
obelifks, and ferpentine rivers; the next generation of the 
fons of Tafte will demolith all my works, turn my rounds 
into fquares, and my fquares into rounds, and not leave 
even my buft, although it were caft in plaifter of Paris by 
Mr. Racfrow, or worked up in wax by Mr. Goupy. Or 
fuppofing in imitation of fome of my predeceffors, I were to 
bequeath my fortune to my houfekeeper, and recommend 
her in my will as a pattern of virtue, diligence, and every 
good quality, what will be the effect? In three weeks 


after 
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after my death fhe will marry an Irifhman, and I hall 
not even enjoy my monument and marble perriwig in 


Weftminfter-Abby. 


Noruine perplexes me fo much as the difpofal of my 
money by my laft will and teftament. While I am living, it 
procures the moft fervile compliance with all my whims 
from my fycophants, and feveral other conveniences: but I 
wonld fain buy fame with it after my death. Do but in- 
ftruc&t me, how I may lay it out in the moft valuable pur- 
chafes of this fort, only difcover fome new object of charity, 
and perhaps I may bequeath you a round fum of money 
for your advice. 

I am, 


S I R, 


Your bumble Servant, 


THOMAS VAINALL., 


Ir is faid by an old poet, that no man’s life can be called 
happy or unhappy till his death: in like manner I have 
often thought that no words or actions are a better comment 
on a perfon’s temper and difpofition, than his laft will and 
teftament. This is a true portraiture of himfelf drawn at 
full length by his own hand, in which the painting is com- 
monly very lively, and the features very ftrongly marked. 
In the difcharge of this folemn act, people fign and feal 
themfelves, either wife and good characters, or villains and 
fools: and any perfon that makes a ridiculous will, and be- 
queaths his money to frivolous ufes, only takes a great deal 
of pains, like Dogderry in the play, ‘ that he may be fet 


“© down an afs,”’ 
THE 
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Tue love of fame governs our actions more univerfally 
than any other paffion. All the reft gradually drop off, 
but this runs through our whole lives; This perhaps is 
one of the chief inducements that influences wealthy per- 
fons to bequeath their poffeffions to oftentatious ufes, and 
they would as willingly lay out a confiderable fum in buying 
a great name (if poffible) at their deaths, as they would 
beftow it on the purchafe of a coat of heraldry during their 
lives, They are pleafed with leaving fome memorial of their 
exiftence behind them, and to perpetuate the remembrance. 
of themfelves by the application of their money to fome 
vain-glorious purpofes ; though the good gentlemen never 
did one act to make themfelves remarkable, or laid out a 
fingle fhilling in a laudable manner, while they lived. If 
an Apotheofis were to be bought, how many rich fcoundrels 
would be deified after their deaths! not a plumb in the city 
but would purchafe this imaginary godfhip, as readily as he 
paid for his freedom at his firft fetting up ; and I doubt not 
but this fantaftical diftin@tion would be more frequent on an 


efcutcheon, than a coronet. 


Tue difpofal of our fortunes by our laft will fhould be 
confidered as the difcharge of a facred truft, which we 
fhould endeavour to execute in a juft manner ; and as we 
have had the enjoyment of rich poffeffions, we ought care 
fully to provide that they may devolve to thofe, who have 
the moft natural claim to them. They who may firft de- 
mand our favour, are thofe who are allied to us by the ties 
of blood: next to thefe ftand thofe perfons to whom we are 
conneéted by friendfhip : and next to our friends and rela~- 
tions, mankind in general. But the humanity of a tef- 
tator will not be thought very extenfive, though it reaches 


Vor. UU. | 6D to 
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to pofterity, or includes the poor+in general, if it neg- 
le&ts the objects of charity immediately under his eye, or 
thofe individuals who have the beft title to his benevolence. 
Virgil has placed thofe rich men, who beftowed none of their 
wealth on their relations, among the chief perfonages in his 
Hell, Wherefore I would advife my good correfpondent 
Mr. Vainall firft to confider, whether he has not fome poor 
relation, ftarving perhaps in fome diftant part of the king- 
dom : after that let him look round, whether he has not 
fomeé friends, whom he may poffibly relieve from mifery 
and diftrefs. But if he has no relation, nor no perfon in the 
world that has any regard for him, before he begins to en- 
dow a college or found an hofpital, I fhould take it as a par+ 
ticular favour if he would leave his money to me, and will 
promife to immortalize his memory in the Connoifeur, 
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